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Measuring the impact of CPJ on pharmacy practice
Last year we wrote an editorial entitled "Pharmacy practice publications with impact, " 1 in which we discussed how traditional measures of "impact" did not serve the purposes of measuring the impact of the clinical and practice-changing research that we strive to publish in the journal. In that piece, we reported on a few emerging metrics to determine the influence of a paper. This is important for several reasons-first, because it is our goal to bring you the most "practice-changing" materials, we' d like to have a way to measure this. Second, if our authors can see how their work is influencing practice, then they will be encouraged to continue to submit their work to CPJ as the best way to reach their audience. This field of measurement has moved forward significantly since then, and we are pleased to provide an update.
In the near future, we will be introducing a column to highlight some of the various new metrics that can be used as indicators of impact (on practice and patient care). Some of the elements we will describe include the following:
• Circulation: This refers to the number of subscriptions to the journal in a given year. These could be held by individuals through their membership as CPhA associates, as individual subscribers or by libraries as part of larger journal packages. • Article downloads: The journal tracks the number of times individual articles are downloaded and can combine these to ascertain how many times articles from the journal as a whole are downloaded during specific time periods. Generally, the more downloads, the better, since it provides an indication of the level of interest in the content. The number of downloads will often increase significantly in the month of the release of a new issue. Because this measure tracks online use of the journal only, it doesn't provide a complete picture of readership of the journal. • Altmetrics: These are article-level metrics that track the number of mentions to a paper that are made on various online social media (e.g., Twitter, blogs) or news platforms and then calculate a corresponding impact score for the article. According to the algorithm that powers these calculations, being featured in a news story results in a higher increase to the score (8 points) than a post on Facebook (0.25 points), given that a news story is likely to reach a higher number of people. 2 The Altmetric Attention Score is often represented visually by a multicoloured donut image, with the colours representing the various types of mentions and the proportion of the colour the volume of mentions. You will now see these icons on the CPJ site. Unlike citations, this captures impact beyond just the pure academic realm, since practising pharmacists may comment on papers of note but not cite them in the traditional sense. However, it mostly tracks immediate reactions to the article and cannot serve as a long-term indicator of impact, since fairly soon after publication, an article will fall out of the public eye, although it may remain cited in academia for many years to come. • CiteScore: We described Impact Factors and their limitations in our previous editorial. 1 A more recently introduced metric, the CiteScore, was launched by Elsevier in December 2016. It is calculated by dividing the number of citations to a given journal in 1 year by the number of documents published in that journal in the previous 3 years. A CiteScore can be used to compare the citation impact of a journal to other journals that have been assigned the same subject category. Unfortunately, at present, CPJ falls under the category "Pharmaceutical Science. " We are working to have it reclassified under the category of "Pharmacy, " since it is known that journals in the area of pharmacy practice have different citation patterns than those in basic and clinical pharmacology. 3 • Kudos: Our journal publisher, SAGE, has recently partnered with Kudos. This is a free online service where authors can work to increase the visibility of their articles by adding plain-language explanations and sharing articles with others who are registered on the platform. Within your author dashboard, you can quickly and easily see citations to your works, methods you have used to share your work and other article-level metrics such as your altmetric score and the number of downloads.
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If you click into the "Article Metrics" section of any article on the CPJ site, you will be able to see some of these quick measures about that article. As can be seen from the screenshot below, the article "Cost-effectiveness of pharmacist care for managing hypertension in Canada" by Carlo Marra et al. has attained an altmetric attention score so far of 52. This is based on the number of news posts and tweets it has received. The article has been downloaded 981 times between when it first went online and the date this image was taken (September 6, 2017), making it the most downloaded CPJ article so far this year.
What does this all mean? For practitioners, these measures can help you gauge the clinical importance of a particular article-if your colleagues are talking about it, it must be important (or at least worth discussing). It also helps us to ensure that we are bringing you the best materials to support your practice. For academics and authors, this means that we can provide you with meaningful metrics that you can use to demonstrate the true clinical impact of your work. And, for academics, we'll continue our dialogue with the Association of Pharmacy Deans of Canada, so they are aware of these more meaningful metrics of impact.
Starting with our next issue, and on a regular basis, watch for a new column, "CPJ Impact. " We'll be providing some actual statistics about the various measures listed above and attempting to track changes over time. Readers will be able to get a sense of what others are reading, and authors will learn more about the reach of their work and the various means by which they might be garnering attention. We hope that renewed marketing efforts will continue to result in increased readership and perceived value of the journal, that authors will think of CPJ as their go-to journal for publishing their important pharmacy practice papers and that practitioners will know where to turn for the latest practice-changing evidence and tools. ■
